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Minister’s Letter

No Turning Back
There are two types of journey story. 
There is one where someone leaves 
home never to return, they journey to 
a different place, this is the John 
Bunyan Pilgrim’s Progress type of 
journey story. The other kind of 
journey story is where someone leave 
home and comes back home again, 
only to find everything is changed. 
Tolkien wrote two of these stories The 
Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings.
Bilbo and Frodo come home to the 
Shire, but they have been changed by 
the journey and nothing is the same. 
These two stories end up in the same 
place, by the end of the journey 
everything has changed and there is 
no turning back. 
These last 18 months have been a 
journey for us all. An unexpected, 
unimaginable journey. And now we 
are moving into the next stage of the 
journey. We are not coming to the 
end of the journey; we are moving 
onto the next stage. This stage is 
some relaxation of restrictions, 
thankfulness for vaccines, a cautious 
meeting together. Our journey is not 
a circular tour, there and back again. 
Our journey is a steady stepping 
forward into whatever comes next. 
Even if we use the language of 
“getting back to normal”, what we are 
getting back too is not where we 
were in March 2020. These last 18 
months have changed us all and 
changed everything around us. If we 
try to pretend there has been no 
change we are deceiving ourselves 
and denying all we have learned and 
gained through our journey. 
We have learned that the people in 

our lives are important as we have 
missed meeting up with one another. 
We have learned that many of the 
things we rushed around being busy 
at weren’t so urgent or important. 
We have learned the joy of moving 
more slowly and noticing the seasons 
change around us. 
We are not turning back. We don’t 
want to start up again the wearisome 
business of unimportant activity. We 
do want to treasure those people we 
love and the time to breath and 
notice the world around us. 
We are not turning back. Jesus calls 
us all to follow him and he is not 
turning back. Jesus has walked with 
us each step of these past 18 
months, indeed each step of all our 
lives so far. Jesus will walk with us 
each step of all the stages of the 
journey to come. Jesus calls us to 
walk with him and let him lead us on 
the journey. Following Jesus changes 
everything, nothing is the same. Once 
we follow Jesus and begin to know his 
love and grace for us we don’t want 
to turn back. 
This next stage of our journey is one 
we can take walking together with 
Jesus as we follow him. If you want to 
follow Jesus he will smile and 
welcome you, he will gently lead you 
in a way that is good for you. Why not 
step into this next stage of your 
journey and every other stage 
together with Jesus. 
May we all know the love and 
presence of Jesus with us as we 
follow him. 

Gordon Kennedy
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Looking for an evening of giant,  
poverty-beating, community-

building fun? 
You’ve found it!

On Saturday 20 November 2021, churches and 
groups from every corner of the UK will take part 
in Tearfund’s Big Quiz Night – and you can be 
part of it. 

You can join us for this quiz night at Craiglockhart Church on Saturday 20 
November at 7pm. Come with a team or come and join in with other making 
up a team and share in this evening of fun. 

Sunday Services at Craiglockhart
The relaxation of restrictions has brought some welcome changes to our 
services on Sundays. Although we are still required to wear face 
coverings we are now able to sing when we meet together. Our choir has 
resumed, and we are enjoying their contributions to our services each 
Sunday.  

(We are always happy to welcome new members to our choir, if you 
would like to find out about joining our choir please email: 
office@craiglockhartchurch.org or phone 0131 444 1615).  

We have increased the seating so there is no need to book a space to 
join us for our services, but we are recording contact details for the track 
and trace system. 

This year we have started to live stream our services to our YouTube 
channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRBBa9pHWuZsfhPFPwUrE4g), 
you can join our services live at 10.30am on Sundays or catch up at any 
time during the week.

Dates for your diary

10 October 2021 – Harvest Thanksgiving Service 

14 November 2021 -  Remembrance Sunday  

21 November 2021 – Annual Guild Service 

Please join us for these or any of our services at 10.30am on Sunday 
mornings.
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Church Grounds

Many hands make
light work!
Over the summer months some
members of the congregation and
some new friends from around the
church have been working in our
church grounds. Weeding and
clearing, planting and pruning,
building and painting. Just a few
hours on a Saturday morning and in
a few weeks a transformation has
taken place.

Our church gates are now kept open,
and you are all invited to come into
our church grounds to share the
display flowers and trees with us. If
you are passing by please come in
and sit for a moment or as long as
you like to enjoy the peace of this

space in our neighbourhood. We
hope our church grounds will become
a place of quiet where you can sit, or
where you can meet up with a friend.

This year we have been working on
that part of our church grounds at
the corner of Craiglockhart Avenue
and Craiglockhart Drive North, our
plan is to move round the church
creating spaces to sit all-round the
church.

We are very grateful to everyone who
has worked in our church grounds,
some have weeded and planted,
some have assembled tables and
chairs, some have painted and made
planters for flowers. We have an
activity box which you can use when
visiting our church grounds.
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Eco Congregation

Eco-Congregation Scotland is a 
movement of Scottish church 
congregations, of all denominations 
and none, committed to addressing 
environmental issues through their 
life and mission. At Craiglockhart we 
have started the journey of becoming 
an eco congregation. 

The mission of eco congregation 
Scotland is that: 

• In prayer, worship and 
conversation we discover what it 
means to care for God’s creation 

• We put that care into action 
individually, locally, nationally and 
globally, desiring to live justly in a 
transformed world 

• We commit ourselves to 
campaigning on urgent threats to 
the web of life in our vulnerable 
world 

The COP26 summit will take place in 
Glasgow, 31 October to 12 
November this year. The COP26 
summit will bring parties together to 
accelerate action towards the goals 

of the Paris Agreement and the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. 

The UK is committed to working with 
all countries and joining forces with 
civil society, companies and people on 
the frontline of climate change to 
inspire climate action ahead of 
COP26. At Craiglockhart we want to 
join many agencies seeking to 
influence the participants of the 
COP26 summit to take action to 
address the climate crisis facing our 
planet. 

For more information about the 
meetings of the G7 and the COP26 
summit in 2021 please visit the 
Tearfund website 
https://www.tearfund.org/storie
s/2021/03/why-the-g7-and-cop-
matter-in-2021
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The Steeple

Hello from the new Eco Congregation Group! Our enthusiastic team first met 
by Zoom back in April, then as restrictions gradually  eased, outside,  and 
finally  inside. We  have all sorts of plans for the future and hope to bring you 
ideas and information about environmental issues on a regular basis.  

Our main focus at the moment is COP26, the Climate Conference due to be 
held in Glasgow from 1st-12th November 2021. This is a yearly conference 
which had to be postponed last year because of the pandemic. This year’s 
conference is even more important , as it is one of the five yearly ones, where 
crucial targets are set.  You may have heard of ‘ The Paris Agreement’ , which 
refers to decisions made at COP21 in Paris in 2015. One of those decisions 
was an undertaking by those world leaders attending to limit global warming 
to 1.5 deg C , a target which is becoming increasingly urgent.  

There are many many ways you can be involved, even if you cannot be in 
Glasgow  in November, for example: 
  
• Add your name to the petition being organised by Climate Scotland, 

hoping to gather 10000 ‘voices’ of the people of Scotland to be taken to 
COP26, urging our leaders to take action to protect our beautiful planet. 
You can choose what really matters to you from a list of topics.  
www.climatescotland.org

• Take part in the Pilgrimage to COP26, starting in Dunbar on 18th 
October following the John Muir Way to Edinburgh and onto Kirkintilloch, 
then following St Ninian’s Way into Glasgow. You are most welcome to join 
in for a short part of the walk – there is no need to walk the whole way! 
There is a day of activities in Dunbar on the launch day of 17th October 
before the walk starts the following day.  
Full details  can be found at https:// artandecology.earth/pilgrimage-for-
cop26/  

AND 

• Join with us at Craiglockhart in making knitted/crocheted/felt/fabric 
canaries!  
We are planning to decorate the church and the garden with a large flock 
of these little birds - whose collapse in days gone by was of course an 
indication to miners that they were in mortal danger from poisonous 
gases….. 
You can find a pattern to make a canary, and  more information  at 
https://craftivist-collective.com/blog/category/canary-craftivists/  
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The Steeple

You can hand in your canary to the Church  Office any weekday morning or
bring it along to church one Sunday. Christine in the choir will be happy to
receive them! Ideally we would like to have the canaries in by 10th October
for a special Sunday morning service but we will continue collecting them till
17th October.

The idea thereafter  is to send these bright little birds to  Daniel Johnston,
our local MSP, Joanna Cherry, our MP in Westminster and our local councillor
Gavin Corbett before the conference starts on 1st November They will be a
timely warning that action needs to be taken NOW to try to avert climate
catastrophe. We have all been horrified by the recent scenes of flood, wildfire
and hurricanes in countries all across the world from Germany to North
America, scenes which surely bring it home to everybody that the time for
action is upon us.

We look forward to seeing all those canaries in the church and in the trees
outside and would love for anyone who is interested  to take part.

Thank you!

Yellow Canaries
We would like to create a flock of yellow canaries
to decorate the gates, fences and trees of our
church grounds. We hope this will remind all
those who see them of the climate crisis and the
need to engage with the COP26 summit.
There are patterns to make yellow canaries
knitting: https://craftivist-collective.com/blog/
2021/06/canary-knitting-pattern/
crochet: https://craftivist-collective.com/blog/
2021/06/canary-craftivists-crochet-bird-pattern-by-
dippycatcrochet/
felt: https://craftivist-collective.com/blog/
2021/06/free-felt-canary-pattern/

If you can’t access the internet but would like a copy of one or all of
these patterns, please email: office@craiglockhartchurch.org  or phone
0131 444 1615.
Please join us to make a flock of yellow canaries for our church grounds.
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SU Sponsored Walk

Scripture Union Scotland recently
organised a day of sponsored walks
to raise funds for their work in
schools in Edinburgh. Our church
has strong links with SU Scotland
and their work and so we were very
happy to get involved.

SU organised 9 walks to happen at
the same time on Saturday 28th

August and every school in
Edinburgh would be walked past and
prayed for.

Two groups from our church went
on walks. One group from Balerno

to Buckstone and the other group
went from Musselburgh to
Newcraighall.

It was a beautiful day and everyone
who went enjoyed walking through
parts of Edinburgh they had never
been to before and chatting with
their fellow walkers. At the time of
writing all 9 walks have raised
£4300 out of a hoped for £5000. If
you would like to contribute contact
SU directly at
https://www.suscotland.org.uk/do
nate/ or contact the church office
at office@craiglockhartchurch.org.
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Holiday Club
We were sad not to be able to run
an in-person holiday club in 2020 so
we were really happy to be back in
2021. It was shorter version of the
holiday club we would normally run,
and we were restricted to 20
children and 10 leaders. We ran for
two mornings and had a great time.
Our theme was Jonah and we saw
that God sent him to save the
people from a big city who had been
acting wickedly but that Jesus came
to save, not just a city but the whole
world.
We had the usual mix of games,
crafts, challenges and songs. We
had two days of lovely weather and it
made us all hope for a normal, full
week holiday club next year.
Thanks to all the children who came
and were so enthusiastic and to the
leaders who made everything run so
smoothly.

Impact
We are excited to be re-starting
our youth club Impact in October.
We hope that our starting date
will be Thursday 28th October
starting at 7.30pm. we would
love to welcome back the young
people who were coming along
before the lockdown and any
new people. If you are in P7-S4
Impact is for you. We have
basketball, football, PS4, table
tennis and a small café area if
you just want to sit and chat to
your friends.
If you want to know more
contact Gordon at
gordon@craiglockhartchurch.org

Lego Club
Our Lego club
had only just

got going when the lockdown
happened so we are happy to
say it will be starting again soon.
We meet on Friday afternoons
every two weeks and our
starting date will be Friday 1st
October at 1pm till 3pm.

We have a lot of Lego, (don’t bring
your own) and we usually have a
theme for your builds or sometimes
we just let your imagination take off.
The Lego club is for anyone in P7-
S2. For more information contact
Gordon at
gordon@craiglockhartchurch.org

Engage
Engage is the most laid-back group
you could imagine. Our format
changes from time to time but at
the moment some of us play football
for a while and the rest of us sit
around chatting.
Then we read a chapter from the
bible and talk about what it is saying,
then we pray for each other and the
world.
Then it’s back to football and
chatting. You can be as active or
inactive as you want.
Engage meets on Sunday nights
from 7.30-9pm. To find out more
contact Gordon at
gordon@craiglockhartchurch.org
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Harvest Wordsearch
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We have renewed our congregation’s website.
It is still at the same address, www.craiglockhartchurch.org

but we have new content and pictures and new ways of sharing
information online.

We also have a page on Facebook and a Twitter account, so watch
out for our posts and tweets and our shares and retweets.

It’s held on Sunday mornings at Craiglockhart Church and it would be great
to see you there!. We start at 10.30 when adults, children and young
people all meet together for about 10 minutes. We sing, pray and think a
bit about what the Bible is saying to us.

Then it’s time for Xchange. All P1-S4s head off for time to explore what the
Bible has to say to us. We also always have a game and do some crafts –
which are different for each age group. It’s fun and friendly. You’ll get to
know the Xchange team. They’ll help you feel part of what’s going on. And
of course, they are all up to date on safeguarding and the PVG scheme. It
would be great to see you there.

Parents and families are also very welcome, we have a creche for younger
children, and after our time together we can share tea or coffee in our
church hall

Are you in P1 to S4?
Then Xchange is for you.

Xchange
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Prayer

CONTACT DETAILS FOR CRAIGLOCKHART PARISH CHURCH

MINISTER : Rev Gordon Kennedy, 20 Craiglockhart Quadrant, Edinburgh EH14 1HD 

Tel 01314441615 email gordonkennedy@craiglockhartchurch.org 

YOUTH WORKER : Gordon McBirnie 

Tel 0131 455 8229 email gordon@craiglockhartchurch.org 

Follow us on Facebook and twitter and on the web at www.craiglockhartchurch.org 

A Harvest Prayer 

from the Celtic Psalter (ninth century) 

My dear King, my own King, 
without pride, without sin, 

You created the whole world, 
eternal, victorious King. 

King of the mysteries, 
You existed before the elements, 

before the waters covered the ocean floor; 
beautiful King, 

You are without beginning and without end. 

King, You created the land out of shapeless mass, 
You carved the mountains and chiselled the valleys, 

and covered the earth with trees and grass. 

King, You measured each object 
and each span within the universe: 

the heights of the mountains 
and the depths of the oceans; 

the distance from the sun to the moon, 
and from star to star. 

And You created men and women 
to be Your stewards of the earth, 

always praising You for Your boundless love. 

(From Celtic Daily Prayer, The Northumbria Community)
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